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that he could see further than any of his contemporaries, and
possessed a shrewdness of judgment which was truly rem^kable. His
receptive mind had imbibed, besides, in the free atmosphere of
England, ideas and principles of government which the writings of
political philosophers like Mill had made current coin. He had also
studied the working of self-governing institutions in the very home
of political and civic freedom.
It was, therefore, with much confidence that Pherozeshah placed
before his older and more experienced colleagues on the Bench of
Justices his views on the question of municipal reform. After point-
ing out how the proposals of Messrs. Forbes and Naoroji Furdunji
regarding an executive Town Council were radically unsound, he
proceeded to show how even those amendments which recognised
this had failed to touch the real cause of the break-down of the
system. In Pherozeshah's opinion, it was not the Act of 1865 that
was at fault so much as the constitution of the body which was
charged with the administration of municipal affairs. "There never
will be," he observed, "efficient municipal administration in
Bombay, till there is a popular and responsible Bench of Justices
elected at regular intervals by the ratepayers themselves, a consul-
tative Town Council elected out of it, with a responsible executive
officer at its head, appointed by Government, and a Controller of
Accounts appointed by the Bench to control the Commissioner."
The speaker was aware that most people scouted the idea as absurd
and visionary, and one, which in any case, would never be enter-
tained by Government. As to the last objection, he ventured to say
that the time was past when strong popular opinion on any subject
could be successfully resisted by Government for any length of time.
And as for the feasibility of the proposal to set up an elective body,
he contented himself with a quotation from a notable speech made
by Mr. Anstey at a gathering of the East India Association, in which
that versatile and erratic genius had pointed out that local self-
government in the widest acceptation of the term was as old as the
East itself. Pherozeshah wound up by declaring that only in such a
bold and decisive measure as he had outlined, were to be found real
salvation and efficiency, and that for that reason, he was unable to
agree with any of the palliatives proposed by Mr. Forbes and other